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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim R j ctions - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shkedy U.S. Patent No. 6,260,024. 

Referring to claims 1 and 12-13 . Shkedy discloses a method of transacting sales 
over a computerized network (at least Abstract), the method comprising the steps of: 

• Defining a first product to be purchased by a first purchaser (at least column 5, 
lines 7-24); 

• Enabling the first purchaser to search a product database for a pre-existing 
database record associated with a product having a relationship to the first 
product acceptable to the first purchaser (at least Fig. 5). 
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o Correlating in a first database record the first product and the first purchaser (at 
least column 5, lines 7-24); 

o Further correlating in respective ones of a plurality of first database records the 
first product and respective ones of a plurality of second purchasers (Buyer 
database 255 maintains data on buyers with fields such as name, address, 
telephone number, credit card number, ID number, social security number, 
electronic mail address, smart card ID, credit history, public/private key 
information etc. Buyer database 255 also contains the tracking number of each 
FPO tOTgenerated by the buyer, and the tracking number of each pooled order 
110 that comprises the buyer's FPOs 100.); 

o Issuing an offer to a vendor to purchase the first product at a first offer price in a 
quantity responsive to the plurality of first database records (at least Fig.7 and 
Fig. 8); 

o Enabling a vendor of products having a predetermined similarity to the first 
product to search the product database (at least Fig. 7); and 

o Consummating a transaction between the vendor and the first and second 
purchasers (at least column 3, lines 39-57). 

Referring to claim 2 . Shkedy discloses a method wherein prior to performing 
said step of issuing an offer there is further provided the step of calculating a first 
commitment price (at least Fig. 2A, Step 54). 

Referring to claims 3-6 . Shkedy discloses a method according to claim 2 as 
indicated supra. The method of calculating a first commitment price will not distinguish 
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the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of Patentability. These dependent 
claims are based on non-material functional language and therefore will be given little 
patentable weight. The method of calculating a first commitment price is not critical to 
the invention "A method of transacting sales over a computerized network," and could 
be calculated via numerous means. 

Referring to claim 7 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein there are 
provided the steps of defining a second product desired to be purchased by a first 
purchaser and correlating in the second database record the second product and the 
first purchaser (at least column 5, lines 25-30). 

Referring to claim 8 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein there is further 
provided the step of correlating in respective ones of a plurality of second database 
records the second product and respective ones of a plurality of third purchasers (at 
least Fig. 1). 

Referring to claim 9 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein there is further 
provided the step of issuing a offer to a vendor to purchase the second product at a 
second offer price in a quantity responsive to the plurality of second database records 
(at least column 15, lines 42-57). 

Referring to claim 10 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein there is 
provided the step of formulating a first consolidated report for presentation to the first 
purchaser responsive to the first and second offer prices (at least Fig. 10, Step 1020). 
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Referring to claim 1 1 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein there is 
provided the step of formulating a first consolidated report for presentation to the first 
purchaser responsive to the first and second database records (at least Fig. 2). 

Referring to claims 14 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein prior to 
performing said step of consummating a transaction there is provided the step of 
consummating a transaction between at least one vendor for a quantity of the first 
product responsive to a predetermined portion of the total number of first database 
records (at least Fig. 5). 

Referring tadafrrts 15 . Shkedy further discloses a method wherein prior to- 
performing said step of consummating a transaction there is provided the step of 
consummating a transaction between at least one vendor for a quantity of the first 
product responsive to the total number of first database records (at least Fig. 5). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Shkedy, U.S. Patent No. 6,236,972, May 22, 2001; discloses a method and 
apparatus for facilitating transactions on a commercial network system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Matthew Gart 
whose telephone number is 703-305-5355. This examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday, 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
746-7239 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a-gerteraf rratare or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



^-wmn w. coggins 
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